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assume their true place and relative position.115 It is the
consciousness of spiritual unity and equality of all men, indeed
of all life.116 It rules out lust of power and position and makes
the possessor realize that he is as nothing. Gandhiji writes, "I
must reduce myself to zero. So long as one does not of his own
free \vill put himself last among his fellow creatures there is
no salvation for him."117 A humble person is not himself con-
scious of his humility. Humility steers clear of the complex of
superiority as well as of inferiority, for both of these are signs of
separateness and not unity. Nor does true humility mean inertia.
"True humility means most strenuous and constant endeavour
entirely directed to the service of humanity."118

Humility is indispensable for a satyagrahi because to be
lacking in humility is to separate oneself from the Universal
Soul and to court weakness. Obviously such a person cannot
properly practise the non-violent values. He is not non-violent,
for he does not have equal regard for alL His egotism is a denial
of the truth that all creatures are mere atoms in this universe.
It is too much to expect of a person who is not humble to admit
his mistakes. Nor can complete dependence on God, so essen-
tial for a satyagrahi, be possible for a person who feels that he
is something.

Unobtrusive humility is an asset of inestimable value to
the satyagrahi leader during the course of non-violent resis-
tance. He does not indulge in brag, bluff and bluster, but lets his
work speak for itself and relies for strength on the correctness
of his position. This wins supporters, converts the wavering
and disarms the opponent. Humility is, in such a campaign, a
key to sure success.

This is the ethical discipline that a satyagrahi must under-
go. The discipline involves the control and sublimation of divisive
appetites and emotions, particularly those of sex, acquisitive-
ness, pugnacity, fear and hatred. The discipline is, in the words

115 An article on "The Personality of Mahatma Gandhi" by R. B. Gregg
in the Indian Review, Feb.  1934, p. 84.
116 R. B. Gregg calls humility "a sort of spiritual equalitariardsm". (The
Power of Non-violence, p. 258).
117 Autobiography, II, p. 593.
118 Teravda Mandir, p. 69.